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MEDIA RELEASE
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Diversity across the Wheatbelt - Putting It Back, Together
In the early days of European settlement, government policy facilitated the clearing of vast tracts of land to make way for European-type farming systems. Little did they realise the devastation this would cause. While agriculture is a major income earner for the state of Western Australia, land clearing has left us and our farmers with a legacy of exposed soils, rising water tables and loss of biodiversity. 
The job of putting the landscape back together while still leaving enough land to farm is huge. No-one can do it on their own. Not individual farmers, not single government departments, none of us individually.
Men Of The Trees is a not-for-profit environmental organisation who has set itself a massive task. It needs your help. The aim is to work together with farmers and the Western Australian community to implement large-scale revegetation projects to help put catchments back together. 
These projects must be well designed and fit in with the landscape and each farmer’s production system.  The projects are expected to:

· Halt wind and water erosion to keep valuable top soil in place;

· Utilise excess ground water to halt salinity and water logging; 

· create new income opportunities for regional communities, ensuring sustainable agricultural farming into the future; and

· Act as living bridges so that native fauna can move across the landscape. 

To achieve the goal, Men of the Trees are aiming to raise $1,000 each from 1,000 environmentally conscious individuals, companies or groups to pay for seed collection, growing seedlings, preparation and planting. Anyone can contribute according to their capability – some may like to contribute multiple lots of $1,000, some may wish to form a syndicate for a single $1,000 lot. 
“Think of the difference your contribution can make to help change this state in your lifetime - for your children and children’s children”, said Christian Marriott, President, Men Of The Trees.
“This will help bring our state back to a landscape full of diverse animal and plant species while creating new income opportunities for regional communities and ensuring we can have sustainable farming landscapes into the future”, said Christian. 
Men Of The Trees aim to bring  people together to grow and plant trees and to achieve healthy, productive, sustainable landscapes.  All donations are tax deductible. 
For more information visit the website at www.menofthetrees.com.au or call 9250 1888.
Please help Men Of The Trees by ‘Putting It Back, Together’.
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