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MEDIA RELEASE

19 October 2010
Conservation Week – Revegetating the Wheatbelt
Did you know that there are 19 million hectares in Western Australia’s wheatbelt and 93% of that area has been cleared for European-style agriculture.  Twenty four plant species are known to have been lost and only 12 of the 43 species of mammals remain in the area. Revegetating just 10% of the cleared land equates to 1.8 million hectares – and what a difference it would make.
For more than 30 years, Men of the Trees have been working with Western Australian farmers to implement well planned revegetation projects.

Since that time, Men of the Trees has worked with thousands of volunteers to create large-scale revegetation areas. Over 11 million trees have been planted to date which has helped dozens of catchment groups make their agricultural regions more sustainable for the future. However, this is only the tip of the iceberg.
As part of Conservation Week during 23-30 October, which is WA’s largest community focused environmental event, Men of the Trees would like to acknowledge the work of its volunteers and encourage all Western Australians to support its Putting it back, together campaign to help restore the wheatbelt back to its former glory.

Putting it back, together will work with farmers and the Western Australian community to implement large-scale revegetation projects to help put catchments back together.  To do this, Men of the Trees are aiming to raise $1,000 each from 1,000 environmentally conscious individuals, companies or groups to pay for seed collection, growing seedlings, preparation and planting.

You can help by joining together to raise $1,000 lots, contribute through your business as a sponsor or think of innovative ways to raise the money – let’s see how creative everyone can be.

Putting it back, together will help bring our wheatbelt back to a landscape of healthy, revegetated catchments and diverse native animal and plant species while creating new income opportunities for regional communities and ensuring we can have sustainable farming landscapes into the future.
For more information visit the website at www.menofthetrees.com.au or call 9250 1888.  All donations are tax deductable.
* * * * *
Media enquiries:

For further media enquiries please contact Andree McIntyre, McIntyre Management and Marketing on 0417 187 025 or email andreemmm@iinet.net.au 
Background

Men of the Trees (MOTT) are a not-for-profit organisation that is helping people recognise the value of trees (and understorey) in the environment.  They run a number of programs and events every year to encourage revegetation and environmental projects across Western Australia.  

MOTT are respected locally, nationally and internationally for their leadership role in:

· bringing people together to grow and plant trees

· achieving healthy, productive and sustainable landscapes
· promoting an awareness of the role of trees in the environment and their contribution to the welfare of mankind
The ‘Putting it back, together’ project will work with farmers and the Western Australian community to implement large-scale revegetation projects to help put catchments back together.  To achieve the goal, Men of the Trees are aiming to raise $1,000 each from 1,000 environmentally conscious individuals, companies or groups to pay for seed collection, growing seedlings, preparation and planting.  Groups may also like to form syndicates to raise the $1,000 lots.
